Library Report 08-09

A Year of Consolidation

“What idea from the last five years are you most proud of?”
asked the interviewer from TAL Tales, the newsletter of The
Alberta Library, in preparation for the feature story she was
writing on our library. We discussed it as a staff and decided
that it was our decision to house the circulating collection
on compact shelving, not only for the “cool factor”
associated with new technology, but also because it gives
us the space, at least for the moment, to host special events.
This past year, we hosted three events: a presentation on
Native spirituality by Ray and Elaine Aldred (Ray teaches
systematic theology at Ambrose) that attracted more than
60 people, most of them from the surrounding community;
Ambrose’s Ash Wednesday chapel; and a special official
graduation ceremony for Ambrose Seminary.

Our second annual internet-based survey of our faculty
and student users attracted (with help from the free cookie
reward) 97 respondents, exactly the same number as last
year’s. The respondents expressed strong satisfaction with
the library and its staff and services. About 61% indicated
that they used the library’s onsite resources or databases as
their primary research resource; 55% rated them as their
second most important resource. This finding suggests
that the library is living up to its mission, which is to serve
as “the primary library resource for the educational and
research programs” of Ambrose University College and
Ambrose Seminary.

The respondents described the library’s staff as helpful,
knowledgeable, hospitable, and resourceful. The most
significant difference between this year’s responses and last
year’s was the increase in the percentage of respondents who
believe that they know how to use the library and its research
tools. The “comments” section that accompanied most of
the survey questions yielded some fruitful suggestions for
planning, such as increasing the temperature in study areas,
setting aside sections of the library for silent study, installing
an after-hours book return, and hosting “lunch and learn”
sessions on e.g. the use of electronic databases.

The Ambrose Archives serves as the official archives of
both the Church of the Nazarene Canada and the Christian
and Missionary Alliance in Canada (CMAC). With this
in mind, Sandy Ayer, Director of Library Services and
Archivist, has been visiting the district offices of both
denominations in an effort to determine, in conjunction with
the district superintendent, whether a particular office has
inactive records that could be transferred to the Ambrose
Archives. In May 2008, he visited the National Office
and the Canada Central District office of the Church of
the Nazarene Canada, both of which are situated in the
Greater Toronto Area. These visits yielded several boxes of
documents of historical interest, and these are now being
housed at Ambrose available to researchers. Sandy hopes
to visit the remaining district offices of both denominations
over the next couple of years.

Sandy spent from February-July 2009 on sabbatical. During
this time, he produced a supplement to his bibliography of
the Christian and Missionary Alliance that was published by
Scarecrow Press in 2001. It will be posted on the library’s
website this fall. He also did on-site consulting for three
libraries in Manila, Philippines, and for the library of
FACTEB seminary in Boma, Democratic Republic of the
Congo (DRC). While in the DRC also did an inventory
of bird life in select areas of Bas-Congo province as part
of a feasibility study for a possible ecotourism initiative
in the area. An unexpected delight in connection with the
inventory was his observation of a Cape Glossy Starling,
which turned out to be the first confirmed record of the
species in the DRC.

Deana Adams, formerly the librarian at Webber Academy,
spent September-December 2008 with us as an intern as part
of her Master’s in Library and Information Science (MLIS)
program at the University of Alabama. The internship
enriched both parties: the library benefitted from Deana’s
fresh ideas (and, of course, the work she did for us!) and
Deana acquired work experience in an academic library.
The Ambrose library looks forward to hosting more MLIS
interns in the future.
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The Mission of the Check Out These Statistics
Ambrose Library

0 ay 08
The goal of the Ambrose Library is to serve as the primary POt ARl EE
library resource for the educational and research programs Books purchased 1,747 2,887
of Ambrose University College and Ambrose Seminary, Books added via donation 866 805
aqd Fo assist the§e 1pst1mt10ns in fulfilling thelr resp‘.ectlv.e Total 2613 3,692
missions and objectives. The Ambrose Archives, which is ks with ;
administered by the library, serves as the official repository Books withdrawn 266 375
for the institutional records of Ambrose University College, Net book volumes added 2,347 3317
the Christian and Missionary Alliance in Canada, and the Total book collection 102,906 106,223
Church of the Nazarene Canada. Bound periodical volumes 554 233
added
Our goal as a library staff is to personah;e this mission. Bound periodicals 0 50
We do not see ourselves as purveyors of 1nformgt10n, but withdrawn
as medlatqrs of I.)ersona.l knowledge ’for the attainment of Total bound periodicals 4985 5168
wisdom. Like scribes trained for the kingdom of heaven, we collection
bring out of our storehouse treasures old (books) and new 5 )
. . . Videorecordings (VHS and 5 38
(electronic databases)—and quickly, so that our users will
. DVD) added
be able to concentrate on research rather than on searching. -
Everything we do, from selection, to ordering, to cataloguing, Items withdrawn 10 6
to helping patrons match resources to assignments, is done Total video collection 528 560
with these goals in mind. Sound recordings (CD’s) 88 124
added
Items deleted 402 1
The Ambrose Library Total sound recordings 1,370 1,493
collection
Contact Information Choral and orchestral scores 0 0
Phone:  403.410.2946 added
Fax: 403.571.2556 Items deleted 178 507
e-mai.l: library@ambrose.ed.u Total scores collection 507 02
website: www.ambrose.edu/library Microform journal units 109 72
. added
Hours of operation (while school is in session) Microf - Is (units) 28 689 58,761
Mon-Thur 8:00 am -10:45 pm icroform journats tunts d !
Friday 8:00 am - 6:00 pm Total volumes 138,985 142,205
Saturday 10:00 am - 5:00 pm Current journal 353 353
Sunday Close subscriptions
Full-text electronic journals 54,865 54,865
Items circulated® 57,802 46,2603

1 - Note that we are always weeding our collection to keep it current and to allow for
growth

2 - We have transferred to the music department all choral and orchestral scores
formerly housed in filing cabinets in the library.

3 - Note that circulation for May-August was considerably less than usual because
of the disruption in service caused by the relocation to the new campus. The stats for
08/09 are about the same as those for 05/06 and 06/07
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